SAVAGE — UNIQUE, RELIABLE, ACCURATE

SAVAGE'S WEATHER WARRIOR -
16FCSS IN 270WSM

Savage Arms is an American firearms company that has a reputation for producing cleverly designed rifles at
a very economical price. | have a bit of a soft spot for Savage rifles as my very first centerfire was a model 99
lever action in 308. | was still at school and had to scrimp and save for months to pay off this rifle and a new
Lyman 3x scope at the local sports shop. | must have read too many westerns and had fallen in love with lever
actions, but at least | had the sense to choose a very reliable and accurate design, Savage's model 99.

Arthur Savage designed the first revo-
lotionary hammerless lever action in the

189405, the whole mechanism of which was Laft: You S :
enclosed in a steel receiver that included a | .
cocking piece position in this

rotary magaxing incorporating 4 cartridge
counter o tell vour how many rounds vou ﬂ.l‘.ﬂ.: the round hiack button

had lefi. This was the first lever action rifle protruding from the side of the
that gave sccuracy comparable to the bol . bolt. The cocking ramyp is on
setion nifles of the doy, My secomnd-hand 308 : .
model 99 would sverage MOA accuracy with . top of the bolt.
handloads all day long. 1 shot my first deer
with this nifle - two red hinds m the Middle
Hill Hut arca of the North Easiern Kawekas
| was s0 fust with that lever sction that the
second hind never stood a chance! Amyone
whao knows Middle Hill will tell you thar sika
have completely inken over this aren now
From memory | shot hall o dozen or si
deer with this rifle before 1 moved along
o a more glamorous bolt action. At some
stage when 1 was short of Tfunds to complete
mnother rifle project, | foolishly sold the old
Savage but I wish I still had it now

Savage's 16FCSS Weathar Warrior in Z70

W5M

savage make o mnge of riflez based on Above; lﬂpﬂ“" Vi, a
their 110 centérfire action, the stainless/ - unigue salution to mounting
compesite sincked version is ihe one they height for large objective
cull their Weather Wirrior. The 1 10 action scopes. This is with medium
hus been reviewed previously, but has some \ ] height rings, but | could even

quite different features 1o other modem bolt

have used low rings for an

actions dind we'll go back over those, The

cocking plece is a round knob on the side of even betier cheek/comb fii.
the boli body insiend of being undemesth

and the cocking rump is on op, The sear is Above; The AccuTrigger: the hinged skeletonised hiade in the centre of the
& large external bracket in front of the trigger trigger shoe can be seen here. The black iever on the side of the receiver is

assembly and incorporates the bolt release.
¥ it reiease. almost
The two lug bolt head floats in the front of b haltve The nonexistent hoit shroud can aise be ssen.

the balt body which is & good ides as i self

3 ROD & RIFLE



— T I

An wnlucky red stag that paused on the edge before disappearing into the big kanuka. A good
trigger is essential for shooting, especially if vou don’t have a good rest. Savage’s AceuTrigger

allowed me to get off a good shot.

corrects for any misalignment between the

nction and chamber. There are another two
dumimy
lugs whose purpose it is o block ofl escap-
ing high-pressure gas from a blown primer
or ruptured case. The recessed bolt face has
a sliding extractor cut into the front of the

% that sit just behind the main

right-hand lug and the rim is cut away at the
hottom o provide controlled round feeding
I'he handle is rght ot the rear of the bolt
because there is no shrood as such due 1o
the unusual cocking plece position. The tang
miounted safety catch s of the three posiion
type. The headspace is set by a large lock
nut on the barrel thread in front of the recodl
lug and is therefore adjustable unfike most
other actions. The 16 FCSS has all stainless
metalwork and a detachable box magazine
In the WSM chamberings, this staggered box
converis to a single centrul feed at the top to
give relinble chambering with these short fat
curtridges which is a good idea.

In 270 WSM, the number 2 contour barre]
1% 24 inches long and has a 1 in 11 twist. The
stock is a plastic composite with blued swivel
studs and black pistol grip cap and recoil pod
The action is steel pillar bedded with the bar
rel floated. The rear action screw is in fromt
of the trigger which 1 like as there is more
bedding surface area here and it pros ides for
o stiffer receiverfsiock coupling
The AccuTrigger

Savage have come up with a unigue
trigger design to eliminate the problems
associated with lighter trigger pulls and US
product liability laws. The trigger lever itself
has another hinged spring loaded section
protruding in the middle that acts as a scar

interrupter if the main trigger is accidentally
disengaged. This has allowed Savage t©

safely set the trigger pull 1o 2 Y pounds in

this rifle and as low as 1 ¥ pounds in some
models. The AccuTrig
| ¥a 1o 6 pounds, which is a major advance-

rer is adjusmble from

ment for accurate shooting

Un the Rangs

I mounted one of the new Leupold VX
L's, a4 5-14x50mm. in medivm height Bur-
ris Signature Fee rings on the Sovage. This

new idea from Leupold is designed o let you

have your cake and eat it too, by allowing you
to mount a lurge objective scope as low as
you would a standard model. In fact, 1 could
hive used low nngs with this scope which
would have been about the perfect eyefcomb
relationship for this rific. These scopes look
very unigue with a divot out of the bottom
of the objective bell, Leupold say this has
nol affected their optical performance and
I certainly could mot detect any differences
looking through this scope compared with a
normal VX-TIT 50mm

I shot the factory 150 grain Fusion :
munition through the Savage and worked
uf o load in the Federal cases with 140 grain
Accubonds seated to just touch, Federal 215
primers and H100DW2217 powder. The Fu
s10M factory ammumiiion &y l‘J’JgL‘d Just over

an inch while a 72 grain handload bettered
that averaging % of an inch with 8 muzzrle
velocity of just over 3100 [ps s nifle
oould handle one more grain of powder but
the groups opencd up so | xettled on the T2
griin load. 1 was plessed to see thar the
handload with the 140 grain Accubonds
seated to just touch the rifling fitted in the
razine with room o spare. The wrong

throat/magazine length relationship is an
issue with many of today’s shorl action
magnum rifles, potentially compromising
mocuracy with ammumnition seated to fit
the magarine

TS T
Left: Eusion 150
grain factory load,
1.1 imches,
Above; 140 grain
Naosler Accubond
o bandload, .7 inches.
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The model 16 FCSS can only reinforce
Savage's reputation for producing unigue,
reliable, accurate rifles sl an economical
price. At an all up wenght including scope

g

of just over § pounds, this rifle is a
compromise of carry-ability and shoot-abil-
ity for the New Zealund humer. Any heavier
and it would become a chore 1o carry around
our mountains, and any lighter and some
people would find it too much 1o handle in
this calihre

I had work to do i the high country and |
took the Savage along in case | could squecze
e morning 1 did jusi
relurming from his

in a huni. First thing «
that and caught a red

night time fieeding just before he disappeared
out of walst high scrub into o g valley of
dense kanuks. He paused
enough for me o find & makeshift rest and
50 yard shot. 1 could only see

of the shoulder so aimed m the

n the ¢

cdge long

gel away a
the top thir
bottom of thiat and he collapsed on the spal
Enowing | had probably gone just under the
spine, | raced over and gove himn another jost
imcase T had only chipped the top of the lungs
The AccuTrigger meant | had been able 1o
get a good shot off even though I didn't have
a goodd rest

My only complaint about this rifle is its
plastic stock; it is just not nigid epough. You
would have to be very careful using a bapod
that ithe fore-end did not touch the bamel
as you pulled the stock into your shoulder.
Savage make other models with walnut and
laminated versions, and even one with an
H-5 Precision fibreglass stock. This last is
in a right baltfleft port configuration single
shot varminter which is state of an sudf. |
think we're going o see a lol more innovative
thinking from Savage in the future ‘I.i

Specifications

Barrel Langih 24 inches
Magazina Capacity 2 rounds in WSM's
Metai Finish miatts stainless gteal
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